The Rise of Jeffreys
short case was tried, and this finished, the Clerk was about
to call on another, when Jeffreys shouted angrily at the
officer, calling him a blockhead, and saying, " The next cause
is between Richard Baxter and the King."
In a sense I think the infamy of Jeffreys' misconduct on
the Bench reached its very lowest depth in his behaviour
to Baxter and his Counsel. When we remember that
here there was no excuse of treasonable conduct to excite
judicial odium, one might have expected this glorified
young place-hunter to have respected the best traditions
of the office he had attained.
He might at least have addressed his victim with
courtesy instead of hurling foul abuse from the highest
seat of justice in the land against a citizen of pure and
honest life, whose only offence against the State was his
religious belief.
But this was what fired the judge's rage, and whether
inebriated by hate or wine, or a mixture of both, his antics
were disgusting. At one moment he began mocking the
defendant by throwing up his hands and drawling through
his nose : " Lord, we are Thy people, Thy peculiar people,
Thy dear people," in mimicry of what he conceived to be
dissenting methods of worship.
Jeffreys had a great dislike of Mr Richard Wallop, a
courageous advocate, who appeared for many of those
persecuted by the Government. He delighted to insult
this gentleman, and when he rose to address him on Baxter's
case, the Lord Chief attacked him at once,
" Mr Wallop," says he, " I observe you are in all these
dirty cases ; and were it not for you gentlemen of the long
robe, who should have more wit and honesty than to
support and hold up these factious knaves by the chin,
we should not be at the pass we are at."
It is an obscene bird that fouls its own nest, and even in
those dark days one of the traditions of the Bar was that
it was Counsel's duty to appear for a subject against the
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